English 12 A                                                                             Mr. Spruytte
bspruytte@lapeerschools.org                              3rd Hour Conference Period

Course Description: This is a college preparatory course designed to give students exposure to British and World literature. Major units of study include Beowulf  and parts one and two of The Senior Project. Whenever possible, we will examine the content of this course through the lens of Leadership.

Course Resources
Textbook: Varied; will be assigned as needed. 
Course Notebook: A three ring binder is required for this class. You may organize it however you choose, but you must have one section set aside for major writing assignments.  You will also need to keep a supply of lined paper in the back of your binder.
Power School: You will have the opportunity to check your grades as they are posted. It is to your benefit to do so. If you ask to see your grade, Mr. Spruytte will refer you to Power School. 
Online Learning Experience:  The Michigan Department of Education is now requiring all high school students to complete 20 hours of on-line learning as a graduation requirement.  At East, you will fulfill this requirement in your senior English class—10 hours per tri—using Moodle and other on-line experiences.  Students will be given a form to log their hours and will be responsible for keeping and turning in the form.  If this requirement is not met, students will NOT graduate.

Grading:                                                                  District Grading Scale

50% = Tests, Projects,  and  Major Papers 

50% = Daily Work, Quizzes, and Participation
· Any extra credit opportunities will be initiated by the teacher and will be available to all students. 
· Term grade is 80% coursework and 20% final exam.

	    A  93-100
	      C 73-76

	    A-  90-92
	      C- 70-72

	    B+ 87-89
	      D+ 67-69

	    B 83-86
	      D 63-66

	    B-  80-82
	      D- 60-62

	    C+ 77-79
	      F 0-59


Policies:
Late Work: Homework is assigned to help you learn. It is expected to be submitted on the due date in order to maximize your learning experience in the classroom. However, assignments may be turned in for 50% of the original grade. 
Absences: Excused: It is your responsibility to get any assignments the day you return from an absence. If something was assigned while you were absent, you will be given however many days absent you were to make it up. However, if an assignment was due when you were absent that you knew about, it is due the day you return. 
Unexcused: You will not receive credit for any work due on a day of an unexcused absence. In addition, you will earn a zero on any in class work, tests, or quizzes that were taken.
Plagiarism: Any work turned in must be your own. If you are caught plagiarizing, the result will be parental notification and a zero on the assignment. Repeat offenders will be referred to the office.
Cheating: Cheating is strictly prohibited in this class. This includes copying another student’s work for this class or any other, as well as copying answers from tests and quizzes. The penalty for cheating is parental notification, a zero on the particular assignment, and a possible office referral.
Expectations:
· Each day when the bell rings you should be in your seats. Anyone not in his or her seats will be marked tardy. When announcements come on, you need to listen silently. 

· Homework is expected to be complete at the beginning of class. Students caught finishing their homework after the bell rings run the risk of losing credit on that assignment.

· Food and beverage are not permitted in class, with the exception of water. 
· Any bags brought into class must not be larger than an 8.5 x 11 inch sheet of paper. Please leave bags on the floor. Any bags that become classroom obstacles will be banned.
· At the end of the hour please remain in your seat. Do not congregate by the door. 

· Come prepared to class every day. This includes bringing your textbook, binder, and a writing utensil. 

· If for some emergency you need to leave class, please ask to do so at a time that will not interrupt the rest of class. Please sign out so that a record is kept of your classroom presence.
· Please do not bring electronic devices to class. Any electronic devices seen or heard in class will be confiscated pursuant with the Lapeer East High School Cell Phone Usage policy. 

· Substitute teachers will be treated with the same respect given to everyday teachers. Failure to comply with this expectation will result in automatic detention.

· All other rules can be found in your student handbook. Please choose to follow them.

· Please keep this syllabus in your binder
Discipline: 
In a Senior English class, I expect discipline problems to be kept to a minimal. Students in this classroom should be mature and respectful of the teacher, their peers, and their environment. If, however, the need for discipline arises, the following structure will be used:

First Offense: Warning
Second Offense: Conference with teacher; phone call home
Third Offense: Teacher Detention
Fourth Offense: Removal from class; referral to Office

This is a general structure. Mr. Spruytte reserves the right to modify his discipline plan depending on the severity of the situation.

Course Contract

English 12 A

Please sign and return this form by Wednesday, September 5th, 2012   

I have read and understand Mr. Spruytte’s English 12A syllabus, as well as the Lapeer East High School Student Handbook. I agree to adhere to the rules and expectations that Mr. Spruytte has established.       

_____________________________________                          __________________________________                                                                                                                                             

Student Name (Printed)                                                     Student Signature and Date                                                         

__________________________________                       ________________________________

Parent Name (Printed)                                                       Parent Signature and Date

______________________________________________________________________________

Parent Comments (Optional):

Please be aware that the senior project is a major component of this class. Failure to complete both a research paper and 15 hours of service learning may result in loss of credit for this required class.
